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What does Manomet do?



Georgia Bight Shorebird
Conservation Initiative

Uniting the coast across
all borders between; islands, 
public agencies, non-profits,
municipalities, and beliefs 
to benefit shorebirds and 
their habitats 





The Georgia Bight offers…

• Extensive remote beaches

• High tidal range

• Vast expanses of mud and sand 
flats

• Abundant food resources

• Altamaha and other large river 
estuaries

• Minimal shoreline engineering, 
few modified inlets

• Many areas with limited 
disturbance

• Impoundments and managed 
wetlands



Birds rely on the Bight year-round!



Issues

Disturbance, 
habitat loss, 

climate 
change, low 
reproductive 

success
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Tools 

Partnerships, 
education and 

outreach, research, 
management



• A partnership 
between 
government, 
academic, non-
government 
organizations, 
private landowners, 
community 
members and 
volunteers

• Formed in 2012, led 
by Georgia DNR

• Used to apply for 
WHSRN designation, 
cooperative grants



• Identify focal sites and work with 
managers 

• Increase education and outreach efforts

• Expand International Shorebird Surveys

• Support and unite regional alliances

Building a Regional 
Network

GABSCI seeks to:



• Identify and reduce site specific 
threats to productivity 

• Reduce disturbance for 
migrating, nesting and wintering 
birds
• Recreationalists, dogs, vehicles

• Engage with managers of 
wetlands and duck clubs 

Maintaining Valuable 
Habitat

GABSCI seeks to:



• Develop Best Management 
Practices for coastal 
engineering projects

• Collaborate with local 
municipalities 

• Use research and apply tools to 
plan for future habitat 
requirements

• Advocate for shorebirds!

Planning Habitat for the 
Future

GABSCI seeks to:





Human Disturbance

Public-access 
beaches

Eco-tourism 
activities

Recreational 
boaters

“Reducing disturbance at 
public beaches in Georgia”: 

July 2019

“Education & Certification 
Program”: 

October 2019

“Determining areas of 
high use for dist. 

reduction ”: January 2019 
(pending funding)



1) Disturbance reduction on public beaches

1) Pre-education surveys to 
document biological disturbance 
at 4 sites following VT protocol

2) Social science surveys of dog-
walkers to get site specific 
information for CBSM campaign

3) Implement disturbance reduction 
campaign 

4) Follow-up with biological and 
human survey to measure success
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Community-based social marketing

Select a behavior

Identify barriers and benefits

Develop strategies

Pilot the program

Implement on large scale

SAVE ALL THE 
SHOREBIRDS!

Overall campaign: 
• Increased signage
• Increased stewards
• New zones, new 

expectations: “Wildlife 
beaches”



WILDLIFE BEACH

Please Leash Dogs

WILDLIFE BEACH

No Dog Zone

WILDLIFE BEACH

No Driving
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2) Disturbance reduction with ecotourism 
education and certification



• Two year project, 
hold first training 
sessions in Spring 
2021

• Certify 25 guides 
in Savannah and 
Brunswick

• Main costs in 
design, continue 
implementing 
with partners and 
GSA



3) Disturbance reduction with recreational 
boaters

The problem: Remote areas, dogs, little 
enforcement, important nesting and 
feeding sites

The plan: 
• Use surveys, ISS, expert opinion to 

determine sites with most significant 
overlap

• At these sites, survey boaters to 
determine values and point of access.

• Use cameras to collect biological data
• Implement education and outreach 

strategies to change culture
• Assess success and scale up



Main take-homes
• Expand focus to include 

migrating and wintering sites 

• Three pronged approach 
with consistent messaging to 
create a culture of reducing 
disturbance

• Community involvement 
from early stages

• Partnerships make it possible

• Scale-up success within the 
Bight (and the world?!)



International Shorebird Surveys
from 1974- 2017: 
• over 100,000 ISS counts 
• more than 800 volunteers 
• over 3,400 locations in 
• 48 states and 24 countries 

within the Western 
Hemisphere! 





What questions can the mapping 
tool help me answer?



What questions can the mapping 
tool help me answer?

• What shorebird sites near me are not already covered in ISS?



http://issmap.whsrn.org/

• In the past 
five years 
there have 
been 54 
active ISS 
sites in SC

• Can see 
gaps in 
coverage 
or data 
entry
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What questions can the mapping 
tool help me answer?

• What shorebird sites near me are not already covered in ISS?

• What shorebirds have other volunteers found in the past at my site?

• How have numbers of (insert your favorite shorebird here) changed 
over time at my site?

• Am I likely to see a (insert a somewhat unusual shorebird here) at 
my site?





And you can download the data too!



New features!





New Quarterly 
Newsletter! 



ISS Updates:
• ISS Data contributes 

to 3 billion bird report

• ISS volunteers are 
eligible to purchase 
Kowa optics!

• Need support? Want 
to start a count? Have 
back data to enter? 
Want some training or 
have questions? 
Contact me!



Thank You!

Contact Info: 

Abby Sterling (asterling@manomet.org)

Brad Winn (bwinn@manomet.org)

mailto:asterling@manomet.org

